Symphony #3 for Wind Ensemble

Michael Mikulka



Instrumentation:

Piccolo

Flute 1

Flute 2

Oboe 1

Oboe 2

Bassoon 1

Bassoon 2

Bb Clarinet 1

Bb Clarinet 2

Bb Clarinet 3

Bb Bass Clarinet

Eb Alto Saxophone 1
Eb Alto Saxophone 2
Bb Tenor Saxophone
Eb Baritone Saxophone
Bb Trumpet 1

Bb Trumpet 2

Bb Trumpet 3
HorninF1

Hornin F 2

Hornin F 3

Hornin F 4
Trombone 1
Trombone 2

Bass Trombone
Euphonium

Tuba

Timpani

Percussion (5)

Perc.
Perc.
Perc.
Perc.
Perc.

Suspended Cymbal, Glockenspiel, Large Tenor Drum

Bass Drum (shared w/ Perc. 4), Crotales, Conga

Tam Tam, Vibraphone, Wind Chimes, Wooden Plank (2"x4"x2")

Tom Toms, Two Triangles, Tambourine, Bass Drum (shared w/ Perc. 2)
Marimba, Snare Drum




Symphony #3 was composed between September 2014 and February 2015 in Austin, Texas
as my doctoral dissertation composition. One of the main intentions of this symphony
is that extremes (particularly of dynamics and tempo) must be earned: that there must
be strong emotional or narrative content underlying each surface element of the piece.

It was revised in 2019 in anticipation of its premiere performance, on February 8, 2020.

The overarching idea of the symphony explores the relationship between the two opening
motives: the FGCF quartal block chords and the fluttering concert A texture. They are
initially presented in a way which makes them seem like opposites, but as the symphony
progresses, it becomes clear that they are part of the same element, destined to unify.

Suggestions
-Even in a "wind ensemble" setting, it is suggested to double flutes, clarinets, and
euphonium, and to have an assistant 1st horn player (+possibly an assistant 1st trumpet).

-Instances of the concert A texture do not need to be tuned. Small variations in pitch are
expected and desired.

-The D harmonic series chords in the brass during movement 2 may need minor rehearsing
to bring out the “spectral” quality. However, production of the quarter tones themselves
should be relatively simple.

-The opening trio in movement 3 should be performed in rhythm as notated. The piccolo
part in particular is very rhythmically challenging and the trio may also benefit from

independent rehearsal time.

-The plank of wood in percussion 3 should not be particularly resonant during movement 3,
but should ideally be mounted for a more resonant and “hollow” sound in movement 4.

-All the quartets in the 4th movement with the "linear decay" rhythmic pattern (8th note,
then quarter note, then dotted quarter, then half note) should be literal quartets: 1 on a part.

-The first aleatoric section at measure 818 should maintain a pulse: | suggest using
either a 1 pattern or a 4 pattern throughout this section.

-3 measures from the end, a few instruments enter in time: everybody else should continue
to play their aleatoric passage until the end of the measure.

-The final chord should be a combination of clean and fluttertongued/growled.
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Symphony #3 for Wind Ensemble
Alternating Between Sturdy and Fluttering
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gliss.

to straight mute
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(out of time, alternating fingerings for the [B)

mp
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(out of time, gradually sharper)

e

pizz.

mf’

X

keyclick
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keyclick
#
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——
slightly
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sharper
o o = = -
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p—mf
grow

V4
grow
slightly
flatter

-

p——mf ——

\_/.

As before
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Piccolo

Flute 1

Flute 2

Oboe 1

Oboe 2

Bassoon 1

Bassoon 2

Clarinet in Bb 1

Clarinet in Bb 2

Clarinet in Bb 3

Bass Clarinet

Alto Saxophone 1

Alto Saxophone 2

Tenor Saxophone

Baritone Saxophone

Trumpet 1

Trumpet 2

Trumpet 3

HomminF1+2

HormminF3 +4

Trombone 1

Trombone 2

Bass Trombone

Euphonium

Tuba

Timpani

Percussion 1

Percussion 2

Percussion 3

Percussion 4

Percussion 5
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Gradually slow down
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A. Sax. 2
T. Sax.
B. Sax.
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With Newfound Momentum
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Play from the following patterns ad 1
Any series of notes with concert F, G, A, or C may be played as a bridge between patterns.

A feeling of 4/4 time should rema
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This section should last 10-15 seconds
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Play from the following patterns ad lib, reacting to what other performers do .
This section should be completely out of time, and the tempo of each pattern should vary
These repeated bars should last 10-15 seconds,

Continue playing these patterns after the percussion enters at measure 826
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