Six Short Scenes for Band

Michael Mikulka



"Six Short Scenes" was composed from 2017-2018 after I spent a
large portion of 2016 filling in for middle school band directors,
particularly at Burnet Middle School in Austin, TX

The six scenes range from grade 0.5 to grade 1.5. The composition can
be performed in its entirety, or a selection of movements can be mixed
and matched.

"Two Contrasts" alternates one section that is loud, blunt, and aggressive
with one that is quiet, subtle, and delicate. The rhythmic and melodic
content 1s designed to be simple and straightforward so that students can
be focused specifically on the stark dynamic and stylistic differences.

"Dignified Waltz" is an accessible way for students to play in 3/4 time.
It also provides a repetitive accompaniment pattern for horns and
percussion to get used to playing offbeats.

"Joytul March" presents the typical roles and form of a march, and it
contains a synocpated rhythmic pattern (m. 97) that the ensemble can
work together on.

"Rustic Dance" introduces students to irregular phrase lengths and atypical
harmonies, while the other aspects remain simplistic so that students can
focus on those two challenging concepts.

"Mournful Song" provides an intuitive setting for extensive aleatoric
sections in the woodwinds and percussion. For this movement to work,
students must learn how to listen to each other, match each other's style,
shape phrases, and play lyrically/with emotion.

"Russian Dance" contains a lot of unison rhythm and provides an
opportunity for the ensemble to balance, blend, and create long phrases.

"Six Short Scenes" was premiered in 2019 by the FMC Band/Orchestra.
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4. Rustic Dance

Rough and Strong
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5. Mourntul Song

Delicately and Patiently 5o wy o - =68

: : * i do this
very delicately and quietl continue to do
Y Y d y 147 as the other instruments enter

9 = e
m. |[6 ' == Z Z
o \
rr
n ) )
b’ 4
ob. |Hos | | - -
ANA"4
)
play these notes ) )
in any order and any rhythm *continue to do this
A ~ very delicately and quietly as the other instruments enter
cL | x . S s
A4 T I = &
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Triangle: play random rhythms *continue to do this
: ; * i do this
delicately, slowly, and quiet] . : continue to do
L — y /\y /q\ y —_— as the flute/clarinet enter as the other instruments enter
[ A ﬁ ﬁ ﬁ 7\01 1T 1T T T T ]
Timp. |22 - - - F it 7 it 7 | 7~ | 7 | |
\ i i I I I 1
C
P roll using your fingertips: ) )
Bass delicately and quietly. *continue to do this *continue to do this
. Drum vary the speed and intensity at random as the flute/clarinet enter as the other instruments enter
p
Perc. 1 |HH ’%': L 7 7 7
rr
ggiycawtle?dcal::gleiie i *continue to do this *continue to do this
y q \y as the flute/clarinet enter as the other instruments enter
Perc. 2 4—|—£ 7 7 7
X
rr play these notes ) )
in any order and any rhythm *continue to do this *continue to do this
" very delicately and quietly as the flute/clarinet enter as the other instruments enter
L |
Glock. {{{ | — : | s | S i o/ i i |
v '\ 1T 1T T T T 1
PP play these notes
with the shaft end of the stick . . )
in any order and any rhythm continue to do this *continue to do this
4 very delicately and quietly as the flute/clarinet enter as the other instruments enter
r 4 |
xyl. |5 = .= = 7 Z Z
<V b I [
) f '
PP play these notes
in any order and any rhythm *continue to do this *continue to do this
A very delicately and quietly as the flute/clarinet enter as the other instrumients enter
\ |
Mar. |5 | e E— z / s
{ \vy [ i el
C
r play these notes
in any order and any rhythm ) )
very delicately and quietly *continue to do this *continue to do this
A with the pedal down the entire time as the flute/clarinet enter as the other instruments enter
|
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\vy '\ } i i I I I 1
P
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Alto Sax.

Ten. Sax.
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Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Thbn.

Euph.

Thba.

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Glock.

Xyl.

Vib.
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Trumpets and

oy Alto Sax enter gradually fade out
I! 7 7 V3 V3 V3 7 7 7
'\fhy 7. 7. - - - 7. 7. 7.
[
0
P A - - - - - - - -
)
AN"4
)
Trumpets and
A Alto Sax enter gradually fade out
l)\' 7 7 ya ya ya 7 7 v 4
l\f\'\y 7~ 7~ V4 V4 V4 7~ 7~ 7~
D)
**gently and delicately rearticulate the nqte whenever you start|to get low on breath
Q fr— f n —— T n n n n
Y 4 = = I I I I | I— I I I I I
5 L - T —— o - o o
D) ~r - T—" — B B B _
gently and delicately rearticulate the nqte whenever you start |to get low on breath
o) ./? t t '/?o ./_\
e e —— i — — e = z &
— T T — I —— T T T T T T T T T
— ! ‘ —— T | I I !
0 — —
6 = = = = p o * f = e o * f e =
o E—— ! ! 1 ! !
mp
[ — — | ‘
b’ 4 | I — T [ — T + —— T
o —— 2 P e —. o 7 e 1 P —— = = = =
ANIVAN T T el ¥ 1o bl & L& & ”
oJ \ ~r - T
pP
J
7 = = = = = = = =
AN
\e
-
&)
D)
0 ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
A = = = = — 1 ——t — 1 ——t
[ fan) I I P P I I I I I & & I I I
=7 P E—— s  —— P —— s  ——
v mp ~— — — —
0
l’f{'\ T T J J T T i T T J J T T i
<D oo * —° oo & oo ¢ —° oo &
) mp ~— T ~— g
_ ~ gently and delicately rearticulate the nqte whenever you start [to get low on breath
L3 o i— = —— ! ——— -  — :
— J e  —— =  E—— = = = =
o ' I — f I I I I
**gently and delicately rearticulate the nqte whenever you start|to get low on breath
‘.Ao /
m—f—ﬂi ° > ° = =
AR R — — Lt e | r| ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢
_— \ — \ \ \ \
**gently and delicately rearticulate the nqte whenever you start|to get low on breath
) } } fr— i — i .
— » P i — — 1 S — 1 1 1 1
S S LA - = * - = = - -- =
Trumpets and
§ Alto Sax enter gradually fade out
)" T T T T T T T ]
Je v 4 I v 4 I 2 I 2 I 2 I v 4 I v 4 I v 4 |
7 7~ I - I V4 I V4 I V4 I - I - I - I
C
Trumpets and (keep playing even though most
L Alto Sax enter other percussionists fade out)
H 7 7 7 o z 7 7 7
Trumpets and (keep playing even though most
Alto Sax enter other percussionists|fade out)
H 7 7 A L z 7 7 7
C
Trumpets and
A Alto Sax enter gradually fade out
A —7 f —7 f - f - f - f —7 f —7 f —7 !
[ £ 7~ I - I V4 I V4 I V4 I - I - I - |
\vll T T T T T T T 1
Trumpets and
A Alto Sax enter gradually fade out
I! 7 7 V3 V3 V2 7 7 7
'\fﬂy VO - V4 V4 /- - - -
[
Trumpets and
A Alto Sax enter gradually fade out
’{ v 4 v 4 V2 V2 V2 v 4 v 4 V.4
'\fﬂy 7~ - V4 V4 V4 - - -
Ne)
Trumpets and
A Alto Sax enter gradually fade out
6 V4 i V4 i S i S i S i V4 i V4 i V4 |
b}/ I I I I I I I 1
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play these notes
with the pedal down the entire time

in any order and any rhythm
very delicately and quietly

IN
A

play windchimes
delicately and quietly

79/\
[ 4
rp

Triangle: play random rhythms

delicately, slowly, and quietly
with the shaft end of the stick
in any order and any rhythm

very delicately and quietly
in any order and any rhythm
very delicately and quietly]

play these notes
play these notes
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6. Russian Dance

Heavy and smooth
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